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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment, See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )S Responsive to commuriication(s) filed on 28 November 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11,453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [>3 Claim{s) 1-3 and 9-13 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 4-8 and 14-16 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative 
only. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on 
the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Meadows et al. (US 6,690,292 B1). 

Regarding claims 1,11, Meadows teaches a vehicular traffic monitoring system 
(col. 1 , lines 7-10) comprising a mobile telephone (wireless) network including a plurality 
of base stations (i.e., motion sensors connected to cell tower) for receiving and 
transmitting signals from and to mobile telephones (col. 1 , lines 55-59), and a position 
monitoring unit for deriving the position of mobile telephones communicating via the 
mobile telephone network, the position monitoring unit comprising a store for storing 
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identification and position data for a plurality of mobile telephones and a traffic flow 
analyser for determining traffic flow at positions of mobile telephones wherein the store 
and traffic flow analyser are configured such that the traffic flow is predominantly 
determined only from identification and position data of a subset of mobile telephones 
(i.e., calculation of traffic could be performed by sensors, col. 4, lines 1-6), the subset 
being those mobile telephones of users that have indicated a traffic monitor request to 
the mobile telephone network (i.e., the system determines traffic information stored in 
the database corresponding to a specified request, col. 2, lines 1-19, i.e., the sensors 
for sending information about the flow of traffic upon detection, col. 2, line 60 to col. 4, 
line 6). 

Regarding claims 2, 12, Meadows teaches wherein the subset of mobile 
telephones (used by the subscriber) is those that have transmitted a traffic monitor 
request to the mobile telephone network (col. 3, lines 5-11). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U$C § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U .S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meadows et al. (US 6,690,292 B1) in view of Wilkes, Jr. (US6,683,538). 
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Regarding to claims 3, 13, Meadows teaches all the limitations above except 
wherein the mobile telephones in the subset of mobile telephones are each arranged to 
broadcast a signal to the network more frequently than mobile telephones not in the 
subset. 

However, the preceding limitation is known in the art of communications. Wilkes 
teaches a wireless terminal broadcasts its own location and the location being 
broadcast is updated continually as the mobile moves when the terminal's alert is turned 
on (i.e., set of terminal having the alert turned on broadcast location update), col. 6, 
lines 8-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to implement the technique of Wilkes within the 
system of Meadows in order that the terminal receiver moving within the range of Traffic 
Alert System would be receiving road condition information for a desired area. 

6. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meadows et at. (US 6,690,292 B1). 

Regarding claim 9, Meadows teaches a mobile telephone adapted for use with a 
vehicular traffic monitoring system (i.e., portable terminal incorporated as a fixed unit in 
an automobile, col. 3, lines 20-26), associated with a mobile telephone network, 
comprising: a radio unit (col. 3, lines 20-23), processor and memory for providing 
telephone communication with a mobile telephone network including periodic update 
signals (inherently within the cellular telephone, PDA, portable handset, col. 3, lines 18- 
23) and arranged to provide a traffic update signal function, the traffic update signal 
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function comprising an input for receiving a request from a mobile telephone user for 
traffic information (col. 3, lines 1-11, col. 6, lines 7-15) and an output for causing the 
radio unit to broadcast an update signal (col. 6, lines 44-53). 

Meadows does not specifically teach an output for causing the radio unit to 
broadcast an update signal more frequently than usual. However, the teaching of 
receiving traffic update information and average speed information as the portable 
handset is moving can well be used for receiving traffic update more frequently as the 
mobile is moving faster (see col. 3, lines 5-10, col. 6, lines 44-53). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, 
to use the traffic update information and the speed of the portable with the automobile in 
order that the subscriber of the portable handset can quickly request traffic information 
while operating an automobile moving at high speed. 

Regarding claim 10, Meadows teaches wherein the traffic update signal function 
is arranged to cause the radio unit to broadcast an update signal as a function of traffic 
flow data provided by the traffic monitoring system (col. 6, lines 8-53). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Alperovich et al. (US 6,185,421) teaches system apparatus and method for paging 
optimization using sub-location. 

Murthy (US 6,353,792) teaches system and method for remote communication of traffic 
monitoring device data. 
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Atkinson et al. {US 6,650,948) teaches traffic flow monitoring. 

Minovitch (US 4,361,202) teaches automated road transportation system. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Jean A Gelin whose telephone number is (703) 305- 

4847. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Erika A Gary can be reached on (703) 308-0123. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JGelin 
July 1, 20.04 




JEAN GELIN 
PATENT EXAMlKsn 



